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ENGLISH B.A. - CREATIVE 
WRITING
The Creative Writing program is predicated on the model of the workshop, 
and focuses on three areas of study: poetry, fiction, and nonfiction. 
Undergraduates who select the creative writing concentration fulfill some 
of the same requirements as those in literature, while also participating 
in a series of small writing workshops, gaining the techniques needed 
to craft poetry and/or prose that work towards artistic excellence. 
Graduate students pursuing an M.F.A. degree complete a series of writing 
workshops and seminars designed to develop their creative work and 
expand their understanding of literary technique. The Creative Writing 
faculty is augmented each year by visiting Hugo and Kittredge fellows. 
The program sponsors the graduate literary magazine, CutBank, now in its 
fourth decade of publishing works of poetry, prose and art. Additionally, 
undergraduate students have the opportunity to contribute to and edit 
their own literary magazine, The Oval.

General Degree Requirements
To earn a baccalaureate degree, all students must complete successfully, 
in addition to any other requirements, the University of Montana 
General Education Requirements. Please refer to the General Education 
Requirements page (https://catalog.umt.edu/academics/general-
education-requirements/) for more information.

Additional requirements for graduation can be found on the Degree/
Certificate Requirements for Graduation page (https://catalog.umt.edu/
academics/graduation-requirements/).

Unless otherwise noted in individual program requirements, a minimum 
grade point average of 2.00 in all work attempted at the University of 
Montana-Missoula is required for graduation. Please see the Academic 
Policies and Procedures page (https://catalog.umt.edu/academics/
policies-procedures/) for information on how your GPA is calculated.

Courses taken to satisfy the requirements of a major, minor, or certificate 
program must be completed with a grade of C- or better unless a higher 
grade is noted in the program requirements.

Bachelor of Arts - English; Creative 
Writing Concentration
Course Requirements
Code Title Hours
Foundation Courses
Complete all of the following courses:
LIT 110L Introduction to Literature 3
LIT 236L Literary Histories 3
LIT 246L Genres, Themes, Approaches 3
LIT 300 Literary Criticism 3
LIT 327L Shakespeare 3
Complete two of the following courses: 1 6

CRWR 210A Introductory Fiction Workshop
CRWR 211A Introductory Poetry Workshop
CRWR 212A Introductory Nonfiction Workshop
CRWR 115L Montana Writers Live

CRWR 234 The Oval: Literary Magazine
CRWR 310 Intermediate Fiction Workshop (This is 

in addition to the 300-level workshop 
requirement.)

or CRWR 311Intermediate Poetry Workshop
or CRWR 312AIntermediate Nonfiction Workshop

CRWR 391 Special Topics
or CRWR 491Special Topics

CRWR 392 Independent Study
or CRWR 492Independent Study

Upper-Division Creative Writing Courses
Complete 3 of the following courses. One of the courses must 
be a 400-level workshop (CRWR 410, 411, 412).

9

CRWR 310 Intermediate Fiction Workshop
CRWR 311 Intermediate Poetry Workshop
CRWR 312A Intermediate Nonfiction Workshop
CRWR 320 The Art and Craft of Revision
CRWR 391 Special Topics
CRWR 410 Advanced Fiction Workshop
CRWR 411 Advanced Poetry Workshop
CRWR 412 Advanced Nonfiction Workshop
CRWR 425 Storytelling
CRWR 491 Special Topics

Upper-Division English Electives
Complete 6 credits of the following courses: 6

Any 300- or 400-level Literature (LIT) course
Any 300- or 400-level Irish Studies (IRSH) course
Any 300- or 400-level non-workshop Creative Writing 
(CRWR) course
Any 300- or 400-level Linguistics (LING) course
Any 300- or 400-level English Teaching (ENT) course
Any 300- or 400-level Writing (WRIT) course
CHIN 313L Chinese Poetry in Translation
CHIN 314 Traditional Chinese Literature
CHIN 380 Chinese Folktales
COMX 448 Feminisms and Film
FRCH 310 French Literature and Culture: Middle Ages 

and Renaissance
FRCH 311 French Literature and Culture: 17th Century
FRCH 312 French Literature and Culture: 19th Century
FRCH 313 French Literature and Culture: 20th Century
FRCH 338 The French Cinema
GRMN 311 Introduction to German Literature
GRMN 322L Survey of German Cinema
GRMN 431 German Literature 1760-1832
GRMN 441 19th Century German Literature
GRMN 451 20th and 21st Century German Literature
JPNS 312L Japanese Literature: Medieval to Modern
JPNS 371 Japanese Film and Anime
JPNS 411 Modern Japanese Writers and Thinkers
JPNS 431 Post-War Japanese Literature
MART 300 Visions of Film
MART 304 Modern Horror Film
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MART 352 Writing for TV
MART 404 Thriller Cinema: No Safe Place
RUSS 306L Evil and the Supernatural in Russian 

Literature
RUSS 308 Russian Cinema and Culture
RUSS 412 20th-Century Russian Authors
SPNS 326 Contemporary Spanish Literature
SPNS 432 Latin American Literature
SPNS 465 Spanish Literature: Renaissance and 

Golden Age
SPNS 466 Spanish Literature: Modern & 

Contemporary
Language Requirement 2

Complete the 202-level proficiency in either a modern or 
classical language other than English.

4-18

Total Hours 40-54

1 The Creative Writing faculty recommend students take more than one 
200-level workshop (CRWR 210A, 211A, 212A) to fulfill this requirement; 
however, students may substitute one of the other courses listed in lieu 
of a workshop. Other courses may be substituted at the discretion of 
the student's advisor.

2 Students may either take four sequential semesters (101, 102, 201, 
202) of a language sequence or demonstrate proficiency through 
examination. Language proficiency examinations are available through 
the Department of World Languages and Cultures.

Four Year Plan
Course Title Hours

Freshman

Autumn

CRWR 115L 
or CRWR 210A 
or CRWR 211A 
or CRWR 212A

Montana Writers Live 
or Introductory Fiction Workshop 
or Introductory Poetry Workshop 
or Introductory Nonfiction Workshop

3

WRIT 101 College Writing I 4

Foreign Language 101 4

General Education Requirement 6

HUSC 194 Seminar/Workshop 1

  Hours 18

Spring

LIT 110L Introduction to Literature 3

CRWR 234 
or CRWR 210A 
or CRWR 211A 
or CRWR 212A

The Oval: Literary Magazine 
or Introductory Fiction Workshop 
or Introductory Poetry Workshop 
or Introductory Nonfiction Workshop

3

Foreign Language 102 4

General Education Requirement 6

  Hours 16

Sophomore

Autumn

LIT 236L 
or LIT 246L

Literary Histories 
or Genres, Themes, Approaches

3

CRWR 210A 
or CRWR 211A 
or CRWR 212A

Introductory Fiction Workshop 
or Introductory Poetry Workshop 
or Introductory Nonfiction Workshop

3

Foreign Language 201 4

General Education Requirement 6

Elective 3

  Hours 19

Spring

LIT 246L 
or LIT 236L

Genres, Themes, Approaches 
or Literary Histories

3

Foreign Language 202 4

General Education Requirement 6

Elective 3

  Hours 16

Junior

Autumn

LIT 327L Shakespeare 3

CRWR 310 
or CRWR 311 
or CRWR 312A

Intermediate Fiction Workshop (or substitution) 1 
or Intermediate Poetry Workshop 
or Intermediate Nonfiction Workshop

3

Upper Division Elective 6

Elective 3

  Hours 15

Spring

LIT 300 Literary Criticism 3

Upper Division Elective 3

Elective 6

  Hours 12

Senior

Autumn

CRWR 311 
or CRWR 310 
or CRWR 312A

Intermediate Poetry Workshop 1 
or Intermediate Fiction Workshop 
or Intermediate Nonfiction Workshop

3

Upper Division English Elective 3

Upper Division Elective 6

Elective 3

  Hours 15

Spring

CRWR 410 
or CRWR 411 
or CRWR 412

Advanced Fiction Workshop 
or Advanced Poetry Workshop 
or Advanced Nonfiction Workshop

2-3

Upper Division English Elective 6

Elective 3

  Hours 11-12

  Total Hours 122-123
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1 Students may repeat CRWR 310A, 311, or 312 up to three times.


